X                                      PREFACE.
both as to form and style, be had no respect, Pindarics
and Pastorals, ' descriptions copied from descriptions, imita-
tions borrowed from imitations, traditional images and
hereditary similes* shared the same censure. In his
criticism of 'Lycidas* he allowed his dislike to the con-
ventional framework of Milton's poem to run away with
him. The pastoral form had been vulgarised by a century
of imitators, until, as he observes, the intelligent reader
sickened at the mention of crooks and pipes. Nor was
he altogether wrong when he detected a certain lack of
genuine affection in Milton's lament for King, for there
is far more tenderness in Milton's grief for the loss of
his friend Charles Diodati. But he failed to perceive
the real feeling which does find utterance in parts of
'Lycidas/ saw nothing in Milton's passionate indignation
against the corrupt clergy but inveterate malignity to the
church, and did not notice that when the poet lamented the
death of the scholar whose laborious days had missed their
earthly guerdon, he was thinking of his own labours also,
and of what might be their fate too. In the same manner
Johnson failed to appreciate either the style or the versifica-
tion of ' Lycidas.' In all questions of diction and metre he
followed the traditions of Dryden and Pope. Pope, he said,
had left in his Homer a treasure of poetical elegances to
posterity. His version might be said to Thave tuned the
English tongue, for since its appearance no writer, however
deficient in other powers, had wanted melody* So, with his
ears trained to Pope's music and Pope's phrases, he found the
diction of (Lycidas' and 'Comus' harsh, and the numbers
unpleasing and unmusical. No doubt the mixture of longer
and shorter verses, and the irregular recurrence of the
rhymes which he noted in 'Lycidas,'reminded him of Pindarics.
His criticism of the Sonnets was equally unhappy: all that
could be said of the best of them was that they were not bad.
This almost matches the observation of Steevens that an
Act of Parliament would be required to make people read